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MORRIS FOUNDATION WOMEN AND CHILDREN’S CENTER 


A way out of homelessness 
for single moms with kids 
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RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Sharoan Garrett, playing with her children Xavier, 3, and Sy’ria, 19 months, was homeless in May but now sees hope for the future. 


BY DOMINGO RAMIREZ JR. 
ramirez@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

For most of May, Sharoan 
Garrett and her two young 
children rode around Dallas on 
buses or trains by day until a 
homeless shelter opened at 3 
p.m. 

When a room came open in 
June at the Morris Foundation 
Women and Children’s Center 
in Fort Worth, Garrett jumped 
at the chance. She knew the 
shelter wouldn’t kick her family 
out during the day and she 
could take classes that could 
help them out of homelessness. 

This week, Garrett, 42, sat in 
her new apartment in east Fort 
Worth, tending to her two kids 


Opened in 2016, facility overseen 
by Presbyterian Night Shelter has 
already put 100 families in housing 


Helping the 
homeless 


Homeless Helpline with the 
Tarrant County Homeless 
Coalition: 817-996-8800 

Source: Street Outreach Services in Fort Worth 


and planning for the future. 
She has started a chapter in 

her life that Morris officials 

work to see every day. It’s an 


uphill challenge. The Morris 
Center, a shelter for homeless 
mothers and their children 
overseen by the Presbyterian 
Night Shelter, has been at ca- 
pacity since it opened in June 
2016. 

That means 40 mothers and 
more than 160 children are at 
the center in the 2300 block of 
Poplar Street on any given day. 
Since 2000, they have been the 
fastest-growing segment of the 
Fort Worth homeless pop- 
ulation, Presbyterian Night 
Shelter statistics show. 


In Tarrant County, more 
than 113,000 children, or 22 
percent of kids, lived in poverty 
in 2014, according to an assess- 
ment by North Texas Commu- 
nity Foundation. Statewide, the 
number is 25 percent. 

“We have seen the effects of 
generational poverty and sys- 
temic racism, [which] play a 
part in women and children 
being put on the streets,” said 
Jay Semple, program manager 
at Street Outreach Services in 
Fort Worth, a Catholic Char- 
ities Fort Worth program for 
the homeless. “Women can’t 
work if they don’t have child 
care. Child care is not always 
an option. Women are fearful 
of losing their children, so they 


SEE SHELTER, 6A 


Heavy winds, dry air could prolong 
wildfire for weeks, officials say 


BY RUBEN VIVES, SARAH PARVINI, 
JACLYN COSGROVE, LOUIS 
SAHAGUN AND JOSEPH SERNA 


Los Angeles Times 


LOS ANGELES 
Gusty Santa Ana winds and 
bone-dry conditions continued 
to stoke major wildfires in 
Southern California on Thurs- 
day as Ventura County fire 
officials said the battle there 
could last more than a week. 
“Until the wind stops blow- 
ing, there’s really not a lot we 
can do as far as controlling the 
perimeter,” Ventura County 
Fire Chief Mark Lorenzen said 
as crews battled the 96,000- 
acre Thomas fire. “This is a 
fight we’re going to be fighting 
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A resident cries as she watches the Thomas Fire approach the 
Ventura County town of La Conchita early Thursday morning. 


That grim outlook came just 
hours after authorities said they 


heavy winds prompted resi- 
dents to flee the coastal com- 


palm trees burned, a police 
officer drove through the set- 
tlement with a megaphone 
blaring: “Mandatory evac- 
uation” and “Please go the 
other way, the road is closed.” 

In Ojai, 40-mph winds 
pushed flames to within a mile 
of the city. 

“We are mounting an aggres- 
sive aerial assault,” Ventura 
County Fire Cap Robert Wels- 
bie said as he observed the 
flames from Ojai. “The fire is 
suddenly widespread due to the 
velocity of erratic winds.” 

The Thomas fire, which had 
destroyed 439 structures and 
burned 115,000 acres as of 
Thursday night, was one of a 
half-dozen wildfires burning in 
Ventura, Los Angeles, River- 
side and San Diego counties 


SEE WILDFIRE, 12A 


Ethics 
policy 
still 

in the 
works 


BY DIANE SMITH 
dianesmith@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
A draft ethics policy contin- 
ued to evolve Thursday as a Fort 

Worth school board special 
committee tinkered with the 
latest document, but there was 
no final agreement ahead of a 
meeting next week of the full 
board. 

The proposed policy had start- 
ed as a two-page document 
penned by staff. By Thursday, it 
was a one-page policy edited by 
the board’s attorney, Heather 
Castillo. 

With a Tuesday deadline 
looming to present a policy to 
the full board, the four-person 
committee — Trustees Chris- 
tene Moss, Ashley Paz, T.A. 
Sims and Ann Sutherland — 
have not reached a consensus 
on exactly what the policy 
should include. Moss, Sims and 
Sutherland supported the latest 
draft, while Paz said it isn’t 
strong enough. 

“We are going to review this 
and work out what we need to 
work out,” said Moss, who 
chairs the special committee. 

The question looming in re- 
cent months is how much 
money — as campaign contribu- 
tions or other gifts — can be 
donated to school board mem- 
bers. 

Until a new policy is adopted, 
the board is using a generic, 
one-paragraph state policy that 
had been in place since 2007 


SEE ETHICS, 14A 


NATION & WORLD 


FRANKEN SAYS 
HE WILL RESIGN 


Sen. Al Franken of 
Minnesota, in an emotional 
speech on the Senate floor, 
announced that he would 
resign from Congress. 7A 
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PEARL HARBOR 
REMEMBERED 


Survivors gathered at the 
site of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor to remember fellow 
servicemen killed in the 


probably for a couple of discovered the body of awom- munity of Faria Beach. As 
weeks.” an in a burn area, and after smoke billowed overhead and ‘It burns and it keeps burning’ 2A raid 76 years ago. 14A 
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